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Tomotaka Yasui
Vertical and Horizontal

Recent years have seen me pondering our awareness of the vertical and
horizontal, through people and architecture. The garments worn by my
sculpted figures often unconsciously employ a crosshatched lattice
design. It strikes me this is probably the manifestation of an awareness
of gravity, or of the earth’s core. The connection between this and
architecture is thus: buildings are built in horizontal and vertical
dimensions, however this is not in order to prioritize function and
comfort in people’s lives, but because it feels like proof that the building
itself exists in the manner of a living thing. For example, a forest full of
trees, or a horizon where sea meets sky, have workings that are there
precisely because they possess vertical and horizontal properties
rendered visible by gravity, and in that specific place. Crosshatched lines
do not just intersect, and buildings too, are the outcome of a complex
construction process through people, in which influence is exerted by
space and time in that location; just as people live, affected through
gravity by the things, tangible and intangible, present in the spaces of
nature and society. The chic brick-red hotel in Kabukicho, a
neighborhood that typifies the city within a city that is Shinjuku, with its
complex mix of so many things and happenings, just happens to have the
same vertical/horizontal lattice design on its exterior. Beside the hotel
lobby where visitors pass to and fro, is a gallery made to resemble a
tokonoma alcove. In this space will be installed sculptures of a hat,
clothes and shoes; sculptures constructed from poplar and shell inlay
cubes based on horizontal and vertical lines, in the way that people are
shaped by myriad phenomena and things. This collective mass of
sculptures will connect with the surrounding space, fanning out along
horizontal and vertical lines. The figures thus formed will detach and
head off somewhere with visitors and travelers.

Profile

Born 1974 in Antwerp. In 2001 completed his MFA majoring in sculpture at the Tokyo University of the Arts. Taking as
his theme the coexistence of nature and man, with an all-embracing approach to things tangible and intangible
inherent in the natural world and society, Yasui sets out to produce spatial expression from tranquil atmospheres
through art and sculpture, based on traditional techniques such as dry lacquering, lacquering, and shell inlay, plus 3D
digital data technology, and the optical and temporal elements therein. In 2005 Yasui received a prize for excellence
in the 34th Nakahara Tejiro Awards; in 2006 he was artist-in-residence at The Jerusalem Center For the Visual
Arts/Jerusalem; also in 2006, he was the recipient of an overseas exchange grant from the Pola Art Foundation.
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Associated Events

Venue: VOid +

Tomotaka Yasui | Misty - Boundary of Consciousness-
2019.12.6 Fri = 2020.1. 25 Sat
3-16-14-1F, Minamiaoyama, Minato-ku, Tokyo

Gallery Hours: 14:00—19:00
Close: 2019.12.24—2020.1.4
Sun, Mon, National Holidays
Contact: info@voidplus.jp | www.voidplus.jp



